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RAISING SUPPORT FOR SHORT-TERM MISSIONS

. INTRODUCTION

RAISING SUPPORT isnot anew idea. Hundreds of thousands of missionaries have gone before us
using avariety of methods to obtain funds for ministry. True missionary support began with Jesus (Luke
81-3).

One of the most chalenging and yet thrilling experiences for anyone going overseas with Nehemiah
Network isto watch the Lord meet both his or her persona and financia needs. This may be the very first
time you have actudly stepped out in faith, trusting the Lord to meet your financia needs. Y ou, too, can
have the privilege of experiencing firsthand the promise of Philippians 4:19, which says.

"But my God shall supply all of your need according
to Hisrichesin glory by Christ Jesus.”

Thismanua is desgned to encourage and help you raise both prayer and financid support for a short-term
missionary experience that you will never forget and will perhaps change the whole course of your life. One
of the mogt chalenging and faith+ building experiences of any missonary journey is trusting the Lord to
provide the funds. Missonaries usudly refer to thisas atime of deputation. Without this experience you can
never truly say that you have experienced rea missonary life. The Lord wants us to come to a place of
complete dependence on Him so that He can prove Himsdlf strong on our behaf. This does not mean that
we just st back and do nothing, because Scripture plainly says that a person who does not work should not
egt (Il Thessdonians 4:10). Raising support takes prayer, work and time.

Out of severd thousand people who have gone with us on previous Nehemiah Network missionary trips,
the funds have come primarily from the following sources:

1. Persond savings

2. Friendsand rdatives
3. Churches

4. Fund rasng projects
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. THINGSTO CONSIDER

A. Theimportance of attitude:

1. You need to be very optimistic in your plans to go on Nehemiah Network. It will be very difficult to
get people to support you if you are not fully committed and make statements such as“If 1 go.. . .”

2. Kegpin mind that the ministry you will be involved inisnot your ministry but the Lord's. Therefore,
you are redly not asking for support for yourself, but for the ministry that you will be apart of.

3. When you ask people to support you in this short-term missonary endeavor, you are actudly asking
them to become partners and fellow workers with you in this ministry. When people support our
work they entrust their gifts and prayers to our care, which makes us accountable to them aswell as
to the Lord.

4. If you deny people the opportunity to participate in the Lord’ swork that you are involved in, you
are actudly denying them a blessng that He wants to give them.

B. How should missons be supported?

1. Thosewho proclaim the Gospel should get their living by the Gospd (I Cor. 9:14). This means that
when we go out to servethe Lord, it is Biblica to ask othersto help to support us.

2. Sometimes Paul supported hiswork as a tent-maker (Acts 20:34). This does not mean that he never
recelved support from others but smply that he chose to support himsalf on this particular missonary
journey.

3. At other times Paul received support from a church (Phil. 4:14-18).

C. The need for prayer:

1. A person once said that he did not need to write a prayer letter because he had the necessary
resources. Regardless of whether or not we need financia support, we aways need prayer support.
Jesus ingructs usto pray (Luke 11:9-10).

2. God cares about us and knows what we need even before we ask
(Mt. 6:8).

3. God often answers prayers through other people (Ex. 35:4-9).
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II.PRAYER LETTERS

The writing and mailing of persond prayer letters to friends and relativesis a veay effective way of
raising both prayer and financid support for your short-term missonstrip. Y ou should plan to write this
letter and send it out just as soon as you have been accepted and know where you are going. The following
suggestions are shared to help you in writing this |etter:

A. Suggedionsfor your maling lig- Compile amailing list of names and addresses of potentia supporters.
We have |learned that the average person going on Nehemiah Network needs at least 75-100 people on
thisligt. The people on thislis may consst of:

Family members (immediate and digtant)
Persond friends

Church friends

Peast school friends

Y our pastors (past and present)
Teachers

Neighbors

Business associates

L . T T

B. Suggegionsfor actudly writing the | etter:

1. If possblewriteit on Word of Life letterhead. It will immediately identify you with Word of Life and
make what you have to say more officid.

2. Do not write more than one page, front and back. Don’'t crowd; leave plenty of white space at top,
bottom and sides. Use shorter sentences and paragraphs to make the | etter readable. Use headings,
if you wish, to capture attention. Chose ink and paper that makes it easy on the eyes. For example,
stay away from dark green ink on light green paper.

3. Giveyour testimony asto how the Lord hasled in your life this past year and now how Heisleading

you on thismisson trip.

Tdl where you are going and the dates of the trip.

Share what you hope will be accomplished in your life and in the lives of those to whom you will be

minigering.

6. Lig the types of ministry you will be involved in, such as work team, hedthcare team, or technology
team.

7. Sharethe tota amount needed for the trip, which includes airfare, ground transportation, food,
lodging, etc. Also give the deadline dates for needing specific amounts in order to make airline
deposits.

8. Besureto request both prayer and financia support for this ministry that God has given you.
Explain that dl gifts are tax deductible and should be sent directly to Word of Life Nehemiah
Network with your name attached.

9. Beaspersond as possible. Speak in terms of you (singular) and me. Letters that address a group
reed like they are directed to no onein particular.

10. Use of graphics or photos will help catch the readers’ attention.

11. You will need lots of prayer aswe will go into spiritual warfare. Mention specific prayer requests

o s
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and tdll about amswersto prayer. (Example: Y ou are ministering in “country” with the Nehemiah
Network.)

12. Besureto put your name, and the name and address of Word of Life in your |etter as the place for
people to send their gifts.

13. Once you have the letter written, make sure you have is proof read carefully for errors and awvkward
sentence structure before having it printed. Also, send a copy to the Nehemiah Network office.

Always be very neat. Remember that before any of the materia you have labored long hours to produce
has been read, the gppearance of your letter will determine its ultimate effectiveness.

Note: Keepinmind that it may take two or three letters to raise the amount of support needed. Idedly the
fird letter should go out immediatdly after you have registered for your trip. This does not mean that
you cannot start a alater date and till raise the funds. The second letter needs to go out about Six
weeks after the fird letter, with some sort of graph showing how much has come in and how muchis
gtill needed. Often people have good intentions of making a contribution when the first letter arrives but
fail to send it in. Then when the second |etter arrives they are reminded to put their support in the mail.
If the funds are not dl in by the second deadline, athird letter needs to be written, giving another graph
and sharing your find deadline.

<73

¥ ol

<
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(Nehemiah Network sampleletter to an individual friend or relative)
(It would be best to put this on Word of Life |etterhead)

Mr. and Mrs. John Doe
100 Main Strest
Your Town, USA 99999

Dear John and Mary,

| have some exciting news to share with you! The Lord has given me an opportunity to participatein a
missionary outreach with Word of Life Nehemiah Network into (country you are going to) this coming
(dates). Wewill fly to (country you are going to) where we will minister through free hedlthcare clinicswork
teams offered to the people of the country. It will be avery practica training experience for meand a
wonderful opportunity to serve the Lord.

Along with this wonderful opportunity comes the responghility of raising both prayer and financia support. |
would like for you to take a few moments right now and pray and ask God how you can be apart of my
summer minigtry. If the Lord leads you to help support me financidly, please know that your money will be
used to help reach people in (the country you are going to) this coming summer. If you fed led to uphold me
in prayer, | will appreciate that aso.

In order to go onthismissionary journey, | need to raise approximately (total amount needed) for air fare,
ground trangportation, food, lodging, and other trip-related expenses. | need $900 right away for the airline
ticket deposgit and the balance by (May 15). Please pray that the Lord will supply the funds. If the Lord
leads you to help in this unique opportunity, please send your check (made payable to Word of Life
Fellowship, Inc.) dong with the enclosed support dip to: Word of Life, Box 600, Schroon Lake, NY
12870 and make sure it has my name and trip included on it. They will send you a tax-deductible receipt.
Thanks so much for your interest and prayerd

Your Friend in Chrig,

(Your name)
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V. CHURCH MEETINGS:

A. How to arrange mestings.

1. By writing letters.

Churches are the backbone of missonary support. As soon as you have registered for aNehemiah
Network trip, you need to go to your pastor and ask for his support. Arrange for atime when you can
go before the church and present your ministry. Also ask if he could write a letter of recommendation
for you to some of his pastor friends and try to arrange for you to make a presentetion in these
churches.

SEE SAMPLE LETTER ON PAGE 9

Y ou need to get alist of the names and addresses of all the pastors to whom your pastor sends a letter
of recommendation. Then, write aletter to each pastor, introducing yoursdalf and asking if it would be
possible for you to share your testimony and the burden you have to go on this short-term missonary
journey during one of their church services. It isbest if your letter can be sent dong with your pastor's
|etter.

SEE SAMPLE LETTER ON PAGE 10

V'

U:\Shared\Nehemiah Network\NN-SupportRai singGuide.doc Page 8 of 19



(Sampleletter from your pastor to a pastor friend)
(Would be best for thisto be on Church Letterhead)

Pastor Gerald Brown
First Baptist Church
Left Overshoe, NY 10000

Dear Brother Gerad,

Greetingsin the name of the Lord Jesus Chrigt! | am writing about the enclosed |etter to you from one of
our people, Joe Harris. Y ou may not know Joe, he is one of our finest members and is very senstive to the
Lord'sleading in hislife in the area of missions. It has been a persond prayer request of mine that the Lord
would move in the hearts of our people to consder serving Him in the area of missons, and Joe is one who
has been a direct answer from the Lord to that request.

Asyou know, a venture like this requires much support, both in prayer and finances. 1t isdifficult for him
to raise the needed amount with his limited contacts. That iswhy | am writing to you on his behdf, to ask if
you or your church would have a part in asssting Joe in this missons endeavor. | can assure you that this
program will be profitable both to Joe and in reaching people for Christ in (country where you are going). |
believe it will be agreat hep to Joe in determining what area of missons he will seek in the future.

Joe's family, our church, and many individuas plan to give to help Joe raise the needed support. However,
because (total amount needed) is a substantia amount, we have opened the opportunity to hep in this
endeavor to other churches of like faith. | hope that you will give this matter your serious consderation, and
then give Joe an opportunity to share his heart at your church some Sunday very soon.

Let me say that if you have any questions concerning Joe, his family, hisinvolvement here, or the nature of
his anticipated ministry, | would be happy to tak with you about it. Please fed freeto give me acdl. May
the Lord bless and direct you in Hiswill asyou consder thisimportant metter.

Your Friend in Chri<,

(Your pastor's name)
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(Sampleletter from you to a your pastor’sfriend)
(Would be best to put this on Word of Life letterhead)

Pastor Gerad Brown
Firgt Baptist Church
Left Overshoe, New Y ork 10000

Dear Pastor Brown,

Thank you for dlowing me to introduce mysdf through thisletter. My nameis (your name) and | am a member
of First Baptist Church. Through my life experiences | have gained vauable experience which can be used
through the ministries of the Nehemiah Network. These experiences, coupled with my daily devotions and
Bible study, will help me better serve the Lord in the future.

The Word of God clearly teaches that worldwide evangelism is one of the primary purposes Chrigt |eft the
Church onthisearth. Chrigt said in John 4:35, "Behold, | say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the
fields; for they are white already to harvest.” Thereis atremendous need for people to hear the Good
News of the Gospel, but as Paul said in Romans 10:14, "How shall they believe in Him of whom they have
not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher?" The harvest isfull, but there are few [aborers
working in the fid.

| have been burdened to participate with Word of Life's Nehemiah Network missionary team. For two weeks,
(dates), I will be blessed with the opportunity of laboring in the Lord'sfieds in (country you are going to) asa
short-term missonary.

| would count it agreet privilege to share with your church my testimony and opportunity for serving the Lord
with Nehemiah Network. | need to raise (amount you need to raise) to pay for my plane ticket, ground
transportation, food, lodging, etc. | look forward to hearing from you concerning the dates you have available.
Thank you for your prayerful consideration.

In Chrig,

(Your name)
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2. By Phone Cdlls:

Allow sufficient time for these letters to reach each pastor. Then make a phone cdl to each pastor,
asking if he has received your letter and if he would alow you to give your tesimony and share the
short-term misson opportunity that you have with Nehemiah Network.

Thingsto say when you cal:
1)  Identify who you are and why you are caling. \\
2.) Bepogtive when you cdl and never gpologize for cdling. AL

I
3.) A if hehasrecelved your letter.

4.) AsKif he hasaparticular day when he would like to have you come and share with his church.
If he does not have anything to offer, be prepared to suggest a date that would fit your schedule,
or maybe he would be willing to dlow you to present your ministry to a Sunday School class or
another church group.

5.) If you are able to set an gppointment, it should be confirmed in writing as soon as possible.

6.) If saverd weeks el gpse between the time you set the appointment and your actual meeting date,
you should phone him again just before you go to let him know you are ill planning to be with
them. People do forget, and this can save an embarrassment to them and to you.

3. Hereis asample phone conversation to use as aguide
Hello Pastor , thisis (your name). I'm caling in regards to the letter | sent to

you about my opportunity for a short-term ministry in (countries) with Word of Life Nehemiah
Network. Did you receive a letter from pastor (your pastor's name)?’

(If he says yes then proceed.)

When would be a good time for me to come and share the ministry the Lord has given to me with
your Church?'

(Wait for hisanswer. If you confirm a date, then say:)

"Thank you so much Pagtor (his name) for dlowing me to come and share my missonary burden
with your people. Thismeansalot to me, and I'm looking forward to being with you on (the deate
you have st to be with them).”
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B. Persond preparation for mestings:

1. Thingsnot to do.

(& Do not be gpologetic in your approach.

(b) Do not try to be something that you are not.

(© Do not read your presentation to your audience.
2. Thingsto do.
@ Be sincere. People need to sense your heart.

(b) Giveyour own persona testimony.

(©

Share the Gospel, as many people may be unsaved.

(d) Tell about some of the things you will be doing.

(€

Give specific prayer requedts.

3. Thingsto condder.

@
(b)
(©
(d)

(€

Spend timein prayer before going.
Check with the person in charge as to how much time you have.
Dress appropriately and modestly. Do not look doppy!

If available, show the Nehemiah Network video. Make sure that you haveaVCR and TV
to use and that you know how to use them.

Panto arive ontime. If it isachurch service you should plan to be there at least 30
minutes ahead of time. If it is a meeting with a business person or pastor plan to arrive 10
minutes early. If it isin ahome, arrive just on time. Surprising your host in the midst of
cleaning up after amed isnot agood Sart!
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V. EUND-RAISING PROJECTS

The fallowing fund-raising projects should only be considered after the previous suggestions have been
implemented. It isimportant that we never get avay from complete trust in the Lord to meet our needs
whether it is by letter, gpesking or afund-raising project. The Lord works with different people in different
ways. Sometimes dl the money comes in just through prayer letters and spesking engagements. Other times
it takes these plus some fund raising projects. There are many types of projects that may be considered, but
the following should at least give you some idess:

A. Nehemiah Network Dessart Bendfit:

Thisis an evening program in which you invite friends and relaives to a presentation of your upcoming
Nehemiah Network ministry. After the presentation, you share your testimony and burden for reaching
people for Christ.

1. Aaming -
(@) Set the date four to Six weeksin advance S0 the people can get it on their calendar.
(b) Solicit desserts to be donated by various members of your church, family or friends.

2. Promotion -
(8 Send out aletter of invitation with response dips. (See sample letter on page 15.)
(b) Y ou may want to choose a person to follow up by phone the letters that were sent.
(c) Have your church include the Dessert Benefit on the church cdendar and in the bulletin.

3. Program -

(&) Welcome people with coffee, tea or soft drinks.

(b) If available, gart with showing the Nehemiah Network video available from Word of Life
Headquarters.

(c) Afterwards, the host should introduce you and tell something about your plans for Nehemiah
Network.

(d) You should give your own persond testimony and burden for reaching people with the Gospel
of Chrig in the country you are planning to miniger in.

(e) If you can play an ingrument, Sng asong, tell aBible sory or give some type of specid
presentation, it would be greet.

(f) If possible, it would be gresat to have aformer Nehemiah Network person come and share his or
her experience asto the missons trip they went on.

(9) The hogt or youth pastor should bring a brief challenge on missions and then present an
opportunity for those attending to have a part financidly in your summer missonary endeavor
with Nehemiah Network.

(h) Be sure to have support dips on hand and explain how the funds are being handled and that tax-
deductible receipts will be mailed to dl who give. Explain how al checks need to be made out to
Word of Life Fellowship, Inc., but should include your project code.

(i) Takean offering and collect support dips before you dismiss.

(j) Have prayer and spend time in felowship with dl the friends your host has invited.
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Sampleinvitation to the Dessert Benefit

Dear Friend,
| would like to invite you to a special Dessert Benefit for , which will be held at

on night at p.m. Thisyoung person is preparing to take a short-term
missonstrip to this coming summer. will travel with alarge

group from al across the United States and Canada. As a specid friend, | know you would like to hear from
regarding what he/she will be doing and how you can have a part in this great
opportunity. If you need directions, please call

A short video will be shown, explaining what this missonary endeavor isdl about. Also,
will give his\her testimony and telling how he\she will be involved in this outreach. A
time of dessart felowship will follow.

A free- will offering will be taken to give you an opportunity to participate in this specid minigry in afinancia
way. Please take a moment right now to complete the RSVP form and send it to the address below, or call
to let usknow of your interest.

If you know of others who might be interested in hearing about and hisher summer
missions opportunity, please fed free to invite them and then give us a cal to make sure we know they’re
coming.

What an encouragement it will beto if you can atend! | sincerely hope that you will
plan to be with uson a p.m. Why not circle that date on your calendar right
now? If you have any further questions, please fed freeto call.

Sincerdy in Chrigt,
(Name of host)

(Address of host)
(Phone number of host)

Please RSV P as soon as possible.
Y es, we accept your invitation to attend the Dessert Benefit for
Name Phone

Address
Send to: Name Address
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B. Nehemiah Network Free Car Wash:

Thisideawas used by one church, of less than 80 people, to raise over $9,000 during one car wash to
help send six people on a short term misson trip. It isagreat way to get your whole youth group
involved in your missonary project. The amount of money you raise will depend on the number of
people involved and the pledge totals of each person times the amount of cars actualy washed. Make
sure to emphasize that thisisa FREE CAR WASH. (Write us for specific ingructions and sample
flyers).

PLEDGES:

Have each participating person solicit pledges from friends, relatives, and loca businessmen (i.e, 5
cents, 10 cents, 25 cents, 50 cents, etc. per car) for each car washed. The goal of each participating
person should be a collective total of $2.00 per car washed. Assure potential donors that their pledge
will be limited to no more than 200 cars. The people will need to go out severa days in advance to get
the pledges. Have a Sgn-up sheet that records the amount each person wants to pledge per car and a
place for his Sgnature. After the actual car wash, you will want to go back and collect the money, based
on the actud number of cars your group washed collectively, times the amount they pledged.

ADVERTISEMENT:

Get news releases to radio stations, loca newspapers, and the community bulletin board of the locd TV
gations to announce the FREE CAR WASH for you. Explain that thiswill help fund a person in your
church who is going short-term to the misson fidd.

Make sure that these advertisements are run aweek in advance of the actual car wash. Advertise the
day of the car wash by way of banners and signs, highly visible from the road and aong the route
approaching the CAR WASH.

LOCATION:

The location is very important. Y ou will want to find a service station on a busy corner that has easy in
and out access. Seeif the gtation owner will donate the water, since the car wash will bring in some
business for him.

PROCEDURE:

Asyou wash each car, give the driver an information sheet about the purpose of this project and remind
him/her that thisisa FREE CAR WASH. (Even though it isfree, many will want to make some kind of
donation.) Have alarge donation jar with asign marked “ Donation” easily accessible. Give out Gospe

tracts.

FORMULA: 20 people x $2.00 each in pledges x 200 cars = $8,000
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V1. THANK-YOU NOTES

A. How do you know who to thank? - Y ou will receive a computer printout each month with the names
and addresses of those who have sent in gifts for your project code.

B. How often should you write thank-you notes? - Send them just as soon asyou receive thelist each
month. Never take donations for granted.

C. What style should you use when writing them?

1. Persond hand-written notes are probably the best.
2. Can be personalized on the computer.
3. Try postcards sometimes.

D. Thingsyou can do while over seas.

1. Send back picture postcards.
2. Purchase asmdl gift (i.e. abook mark) for supporters.

If you are genuinely thankful you will go out of your way to care and show gppreciation to your donors for
ther faithful support.
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